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DONALDSON FIRE UPDATE 
Monday, July 4, 2011, A.M      Fire Information: (575) 653-4116 

Detected: June 28, 2011




Start date: June 28, 2011

Acres:  100,831





Structures Threatened: Approximately 80
Containment: 60%




Location: South of US Hwy 70 in Hondo, NM

Fuel Type: Piñon/Juniper, brush and grass

Cause: Lightning  



Total personnel: 704                          


Terrain: Rugged/Inaccessible 

Resources: 16 Crews, 41 Engines, 13 Dozers, 

Available air support: 5 Helicopters, 2 SEATS 
                 14 Water Tenders



3 Air Tankers



            



Summary: Good progress continues as firefighters work to complete containment lines around the perimeter of the Donaldson Fire. While parts of the fire are into patrol and mop-up, other parts of the interior (islands of vegetation) still have active flame. Fire personnel are working to contain the outside edges of the fire to prevent further movement. Additional acreage is due to fire growth on the west flank in addition to burnout operations along FR 443 (Hale Lake Rd.). The east and southeast sides of the fire perimeter have cooled and are showing minimal fire activity. The Donaldson Fire is burning primarily on private property and also on Mesaclero-Apache Tribal lands, State Forestry, and Forest Service lands.
Fire personnel are closely monitoring and patrolling the fire by air and ground.
A public meeting was held yesterday at 4 PM in San Patricio to provide an update on the Donaldson Fire.
About 42 people were in attendance. Another meeting will be held today at 4 PM at the San Patricio (St. Jude’s) Community Center Hall.
Yesterday: Firefighters concentrated on Alamo Canyon, Pajarito Flats and Forest Road 443 (Hale Lake Rd.) securing and holding containment lines. Burnouts were conducted successfully near El Valle loop and south of San Patricio. The burnout operations are being conducted to create a buffer between firefighters and the fire edge. Crews are also mopping up near El Valle loop and south of San Patricio. Firefighters also completed blacklining (containment line) along FR 443 (Hake Lake Rd).

 

Most of the smoke that was visible was from pockets of islands of vegetation burning within the interior of the perimeter. Some smoke was drifting into Ruidoso and Ruidoso Downs.

Today: Crews will continue working in the Alamo Canyon area building line and utilizing engines and crews to mop-up where necessary. Firefighters will closely monitor and stop fire spread where fire is active around structures and other values that could be at risk. Smoke and isolated torching (flames) will still be visible from U.S. Hwy 70. Air support (air tankers and helicopters) will be available and used for retardant and water drops as needed. The structure protection group will continue assessing private property to ensure public safety. Rehabilitation of dozer lines is in the planning stages.
Advisory: Burnout operations will resume in the Pajarito Flats area on the west perimeter. Smoke from the Donaldson Fire may drift into communities of Hondo, Ruidoso, Ruidoso Downs, Capitan, Lincoln, Fort Stanton, Picacho, Tinnie, San Patricio, Glencoe, and other surrounding areas. For information about air quality and health effects related to smoke from wildfires, go to http://nmenv.state.nm.us/aqb/ or call the New Mexico Nurse Advice Line at 1-877-725-2552.

A voluntary evacuation and is still in place for residents within Alamo Canyon Road area. As the fire containment progresses, the risk of spotting and spreading will diminish.

Please use caution if driving along US Highway 70 due to an increase in fire traffic as well as public travel during Fourth of July. Many places are either in fire restrictions or closures throughout the area so please, “Know Before You Go!” Visit www.publiclands.org for complete information on what is open and closed.
EXTREME Fire Danger exists on the Mescalero Apache Indian Reservation. A Reservation Closure along with restrictions is in effect. For more information please go to http://www.publiclands.org/firenews/NM.php
For more information including maps of the Donaldson Fire please visit www.nmfireinfo.com or www.inciweb.org. 
Prevention Message: For information on creating defensible space around your home and property please visit www.fireswise.org or www.livingwithfire.info.
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